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ATTENTION: 



Mail Stop Issue Fees 



Sir: 

This is an Information Disclosure Statement submitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 within the 
time specified under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3). 

In order to comply with the duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, submitted 
herewith is a Form PTO/SB/08A listing seven documents (Al, A2, B1-B3 , CI , and C2) that were 
cited in the attached European Patent Office Search Report (Document C2), issued March 2 1 , 2007, 
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in connection with corresponding European Application No. 03079 134.7- 1239. The relevance of 
each document is indicated in the Search Report. Copies of the three foreign documents (B1-B3), 
including English-language Patent Abstracts of Japan for the Japanese document, and a copy of 
document C2 are included herewith. WO 98/00766 corresponds to DE 196 26 459 and provides an 
English translation of the abstract. Documents Al and A2 are U.S. patents, and copies are not 
required. 

It is respectfully requested that these documents be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, that they be made of record herein and appear among the "References 
Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall 
not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 CFR 1 .56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97(h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be an admission that any patent, publication or other 
information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

The instant Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing date of the 
Notice of Allowance. The references listed in the attached Form PTO/SB/08A were first cited in the 
attached European search report, which was issued March 21 , 2007, less than three months prior to 
the filing of this information disclosure statement. Accordingly, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), a 
$1 80.00 fee is required. Please charge the $1 80 fee, or credit any overpayment in connection with 
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this Information Disclosure Statement, to Deposit Account No. 22-0261. 

In view of the above, as all requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 and all official guidelines 
pertaining to Information Disclosure Statements have been complied with, it is respectfully requested 
that the Examiner consider the documents and make them of record. 



Date: April 25, 2007 




Eric J. Franklin 
Registration No. 37,134 
Attorney for Applicants 
VENABLE LLP 
Post Office Box 34385 
Washington, DC 20043-9998 
Telephone: (202) 344-4000 
Telefax : (202)344-8300 
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